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Patient
numbers

increase
at clinic

Lack of insurance

credited for boost

By Esther Suh
Corresgeridmi

More patients s pxpocted this
vear ol & free medizal clinke thet op-
erates weekly cul of a Thasssand
Il'u.h church tan in the pasl, orgi-
imers =aid. Economse crumstanos
g hehing tBe incnmse ot the West-
minster Frep Clinic. said project di-
rector Lz Safaeinil

Too many employers can't afford 58

health care for their wodkers, she
fahi.

*They hire emplovers for fewer
hours, &5 the people work multiple
part-Eme jobs without medicsl Insur-
.:m::.' she wunid. "The workssg poor
comi't afford u.'-adln& insymance, but
Lrnidml for Pdedi-Cal.”

smild the clinic sereed
8] patiesds in 2001 sad mome than
double tal — 2000 palsenls — m
JMI2. When the comf i3 made ot the
end of this year, Safseinili =xpects
the clinic will kave treated more pa-
thenbs them i did o 2002

Founded i 15954, the clinic pm-
viades medienl attention for the home-
beas and the growing undnsured come
mmity in eastern Vesgira Loty
The demsand a8 the elimie merom
similar trends natiomende,

The Westminster clinic makes
ends mend with wlunieers s dions-
tlome, Ares foundations, inchedisg
the Kaiser Pensanenle Foundilion,
the Amgen Foundation amd the Hax-
ter BicScience Foundation, help.
Punding the neads of ihe ineressed
demand Bas besn challenging, be
cause mamy noepenfit copganimtions
:.n--:m'npe‘.mg for similar dorations,
Sadarinili sabd

Adults, students, momsss wd doc-

Pk by Michala Y [ Spaial 15 B Sl

Or. Sieven Kamajian of Monbrose, &n 1-pear wolurgesr gt the Westmingter Free Clinic at New Like
Chuch In Thowsand Jaks, tries to determine why Remedics Salas of Hewbury Fark has an sarache,

e
on nights at
Church, 80 Warwick Ave, Thou &

sand Oaks. They treal an average of
55 patients per session. Patwenis ane
seen at the clinic on a fist-come,
first-served hasis from 6 to 10 pm.
The clinie ol fres patient cam,
prescriplions god refermils to o0
meaty pariners, such as dentisis
and cptometrists who ane willing to
provide discounted services. The

[almar Farfan
carrler, al
Thousand
Dbt i8
examined by
clinic
wolurdeers
Balrkon
Niroomand,

climie pays for these services,
0 !rhn:.-mm::ud_amd
of respiratory
can prevent 4 1rip to the emengency
T it e iages vliass
B L =
want tn keep families Bealthy
“By heeging parents healthy, thary
m.!ldlall.u care of their kids,” Sadeinds
=T,
Manuel Valder, 35, = a4 malh

diahetes, hyperiemmion
problems, which, ¥ checked mardy, th

teacker at Thomsend Oaks High
Sodond who helps translste for Spin-
{al-apeaking patienla. He as felped
garents of his shadenia

People may have insurinoe, but
they domt care about those who
don't,” Valdez said "They don't real-
Iz# that these are people who cook
wourr food. 1t [n everybodyv’s [nter
est i eea these poople get uh'ﬂ
care od.”

The dinic also peovides & :h:l*
for the conmuorbly's Poung ok to
wunbesr.

Luai!.'l. 17, froen La Beima High

oys the chemer to work dis
rﬁ:rl]. wmi1 peaple. This is her thind
wear voluniesrng. S plans to be-
come a registersd nirse of plyvaeel

T'm workieg with real and
gaining a bot, of experience,” sha sald
The chnic has a strong nesd foe
vohmicer doctors mmd numses, said
purss frlary Miller, clinic coondinator,
To vilunteer ot the clinle, comtact
Miller 3] e-<mdl al
misryirilleriraloo. o



